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It started out as something to do on
the back of the bus to pass time on
the way to work and turned into an
epic 20-year obsession. Travelling
from Wallasey into Liverpool city
centre, photographer Tom Wood got
into the habit of taking pictures from
the bus window. He started taking
four-hour journeys to no destination
in particular and supported his habit
with part-time teaching. In the
process he amassed an archive of
around 100,000 pictures.

His journey through the streets of
inner-city Liverpool has been put
together in an exhibition called All
Zones Off Peak. On the first page of
the accompanying book is the black-
and-white bus-pass picture of a fresh-
faced Wood in his 20s. Turn to the last
page and the image has changed - he
is now 47. As well as a document of a
city, the winding bus route has been a
journey through his own life.

Although he's Irish-born, Wood has

early work focuses on the faces of the
city. Most are caught unawares, going.
about their daily rituals - shopping,
waiting and travelling - all at the
mercy of the city-centre bus service.
The images are downbeat, unromantic
and, at times, bleak. As the years
progress the work evolves. Colour
succeeds black and white, Liverpool's

aren't that revealing, but get them out
of the centre and onto their home turf
and they start to look more

themselves,” he says. “Then | started

making and spans generations.
“There’s an energy from the place and
ts people that informs all my work. |
don't know what it is but it's like no
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